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Our Program 


Tue Baptist Wortp has the sole objective of 
promoting the program of the Baptist World 
Alliance. This program, as defined in the pre- 
amble to our Constitution, is primarily “to show 


| the essential oneness of Baptist people in the Lord 


Jesus Christ, to impart inspiration to the brother- 
hood, and to promote the spirit of fellowship, 
service and co-operation among its members.” _ 

Article II (7) further states that the Alliance 
shall “gather news by means of correspondence 
in the various Baptist groups, and disseminate it 
by use of bulletins, Baptist and other papers, and 
radio; and, when feasible, by a Baptist world pub- 


} lication.” 


Such a world publication is not in competition 
with state papers or national periodicals of Bap- 
tists, or even the splendid missionary magazines 
issued by Baptist boards for the promotion of 


| their own mission enterprise. 


Our business is to help Baptists in all parts of 
the world gain better knowledge of other Bap- 
tists in other parts of the world, their background, 


‘| their situation, their progress, their problems, 
| their activities. 


Real understanding, deep con- 
cern, growing co-operation, intelligent interces- 
sory prayer—all these things are vitally depend- 
ent upon a wider knowledge of our global fellow- 
ship. 

Our news resources are: (1) letters coming to 
the Alliance headquarters from every continent; 
(2) special correspondents in many countries; 
(3) news releases stemming from our Baptist 
boards; and (4) Baptist papers from all lands. 

If you Baptist editors should wonder why we 
print “old stuff,” please remember: there are at 
least half a hundred countries where it is still 


| news. If any of you think we are purloining your 


material—we hardly think you do—then why not 
retaliate by “stealing” ten items of THE Baptist 
Wortp for every one we “steal” from you? That 
would fit in beautifully with our program. 


London Congress Report Now Ready 


Eight stately volumes in a row contain the ad- 
dresses given at Baptist world congresses from 
1905 to 1950. The ninth volume can now be 
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added. The report from the Golden Jubilee Con- 
gress held in London last July has been somewhat 
delayed in the printing, but word has now come 
from the Carey Kingsgate Press of London that 
the Jubilee volume is being shipped to all who 
ordered it. 

Copies will soon be available from BWA head- 
quarters in Washington for those who live in 
America and who did not order the book in Lon- 
don. The price for this big illustrated official re- 
port is $4.00 postpaid. 


A Visit to Germany 


Dr. Henry Cook, acting 
associate secretary of the 
Alliance in Europe, paid 
a two-weeks’ visit to Ger- 
man Baptists January 19 
to February 2. The places 
visited were Heidelberg, 
Bensheim, Frankfurt am 
Main, Bad Homburg 
(where the German Bap- 
tist Union has its offices), 
Wiesbaden, Kassel (where 
the publishing house is 
located), Hamburg 
(where the famous seminary has its home), Ber- 
lin (where Dr. Jakob Meister, a vice-president of 
the Alliance, heads the Bethel deaconess house), 
Hannover, Dortmund, Dusseldorf, and Cologne. 
He visited our hospitals, had conferences with 
ministers and leaders, and spoke at numerous 
gatherings, bringing greetings from the wider 
Baptist fellowship. In summing up he notes par- 
ticularly: 

1. The good congregations with a large propor- 
tion of men. Everywhere it was the same. 

2. The keen spirit of the pastors. All seemed 
happy in their work and confident about the fu- 
ture. 

3. The fine body of students at Hamburg. 

4, The desire of Germany to play her full part 
in our Baptist work in Europe and the World 
Alliance. 

5. The fine practical service in the hospitals 
and hostels. 

6. The steady number of baptisms. 





A.T.O. 





BWA Secretary to Visit Cuba 


On invitation of Cuban Baptists, east and west, 
the BWA general secretary, Dr. Arnold T. Ohrn, 
will spend two weeks in Cuba and participate in 
annual conventions of Cuban Baptists the last 
week of March and the first week of April. The 
Eastern Cuba Convention will be held at Santiago, 
the Western Cuba Convention at Santa Clara. 

The American Baptist Home Mission Societies 
sponsor the mission work in East Cuba, the Home 
Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion in West Cuba. Both missions were launched 
near the end of the Spanish-American War, 1898, 
when American sentiment indicated the possible 
addition of the island to the United States. 

The Rev. Oscar Rodriguez, general director of 
Baptist work in East Cuba, is a member of the 
BWA Executive Committee. Senorita Ondina 
Maristany, Baptist student secretary, University of 
Havana, is planning for the students to meet Dr. 


Ohrn. 
Frank Hartwell Leavell, Youth Leader 


One of the real architects of the structure now 

known as the Youth Department of the Baptist 
World Alliance was the late Dr. Frank H. Leavell 
of Nashville, Tennessee, 
U.S.A. From the very be- 
ginning of the Youth Com- 
mittee of the Alliance, he 
worked diligently but 
after a serious heart at- 
tack in the early °40’s, he 
dedicated himself to the 
achievement of certain ob- 
jectives during his life- 
time. 

One of these goals was 
to see the Alliance em- 
ploy a full-time youth di- 
rector to co-ordinate and stimulate the work of 
young Baptists around the world. That dream 
came true when, just before his death December 
7, 1949, announcement was made that on January 
1, 1950, a youth secretary would take office. He 
was Dr. Joel Sorenson of Stockholm. 

Dr. Leavell’s influence was not limited to the 
Youth Committee; he was interested in the total 
work of the Baptist World Alliance. Throughout 
the years he organized and conducted travel par- 
ties to the congresses, thereby whetting the ap- 
petite of literally hundreds of people for more 
fellowship with their Baptist brethren around the 
world. His zeal for things international enhanced 
his efficiency as the secretary of the Department 
of Student Work for Southern Baptists, a position 
which he was the first to fill, and which he oc- 
cupied for more than a quarter of a century. He 
was generally regarded the foremost leader of 
denominational student work during an era when 
the churches began to sense the failure of inter- 





denominational student programs. A tribute tj 
his work is the fact that the Baptist student move. 
ment of the Southern Convention, U.S.A., con! - 
tinues so magnificently under the leadership 9{ 
Dr. G. Kearnie Keegan. Many, besides the writer, 
are glad of any opportunity to honor this map, 
not only for what he has meant to the world, by 
for what he meant to us as individual young Bap. 
tists, during undergraduate and_ post-graduate. 
days. ’ 
R.S.D. 
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Know Your Youth Committee 


Chairman of the BWA Youth Committee 1955-60} 56( 
is Dr. Joel Sorenson, pastor of the First Baptist] on 
Church of Stockholm, ' 
Sweden. fro 

Dr. Sorenson was edu- 
cated at the University of is | 
Stockholm where he re- P| he 
ceived a degree equivalent doe 
to the Master of Arts. it | 
During the school year to 
1946-47 he studied at the or 
Colgate-Rochester Divin- she 
ity School, Rochester, sail 
New York. After five 
years’ service as secretary of the Baptist Young 
People’s Union of Sweden, he served from 1950 
to 1955 as the first youth secretary of the Baptist 
World Alliance, doing a monumental pioneering wy 
job, in which he gave himself untiringly to travel, Af 
writing, speaking, and praying. During his term] | 
of office, he was responsible for the planning andj. 
execution of many significant events, including the lib 
first conference of European Baptist students in 
Zurich, 1952; the world Baptist Youth Conference} y; 
in Rio de Janeiro, 1953; and a three-months’ tour of 
of the Baptist centers of Asia, 1954. With all of Lo 
his organizational activity, his spiritual zeal never 
flagged. 

Dr. Sorenson married Ruth Bishop whom he i. 
met during his studies in the United States. They He 
have two children. His major interests are theol- 


ogy, music, color photography, and tennis. 
R.S.D. 
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“Now in Our Country, We.... 


“How do you take members into your church?” 
is a question quite often asked when Baptists 
from different countries begin to discuss their 
philosophies and procedures. The Rev. and Mrs. 
Fred T. Smith of the First Baptist Church, Bris 
bane, Australia, while guests at the Baptist Build 
ing in Washington, D. C., recently answered the 
question by saying that they try not to make mem: 
bership too easy. “In Australia,” he said, “a per 
son presents himself for membership. He is wel 
comed as an applicant for membership, after 





© t which he has an interview with the pastor and 
me: possibly with a committee of deacons or other 
Cony church officers. After a waiting period which 
» of gives him an opportunity for a testimony and the 
iter} committee time for investigation, he is presented 
nal, 1) the congregation who act upon the recommenda- 

WI tions of the committee in voting to baptize him. 
4p! After baptism, new members are formally accepted 
uate} into the church. 

“You must have a large percentage of your 
membership in regular attendance at worship serv- 
——t ices,’ Mr. Denny, associate secretary of the Alli- 
ance, commented. 
“Approximately 500 out of a membership of 
5-60} 560 will usually be found at the worship service 
tist} on Sunday morning,” Mr. Smith stated. 

“Do you ever have an occasion to drop members 
fom your church roll?” 

“Yes,” was the answer. “An inactive member 
is given an opportunity to decide whether or not 
he wants to continue his membership; if he simply 
does not answer the inquiry, he isdropped. Let 
it be said that the pastor and the church seek 
}| to be sure that the member has either moved away 
or wants to be dropped. Church membership 
should mean something to a Christian,” Mr. Smith 
said in summing up the interview. 





ng ° 
50 Africa 
‘ist 

ing 
el, 


“The leading seminary of any denomination in 
Africa for Africans,” in the opinion of BWA Sec- 
retary Arnold T. Ohrn who toured the continent 
in 1954, has recently dedicated this handsome 
library-chapel, classroom, and administrative 
building on its campus at Ogbomosho. It is the 
Nigerian Baptist Theological Seminary, an affiliate 
of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary of 
Louisville, Kentucky. One student now at South- 
ern Seminary, a recent graduate of Howard Uni- 
versity, Washington, D. C., holds the bachelor’s 
degree in theology from the Nigerian Seminary. 
He is the Rev. Amos M. Olaleye. 





Queen Elizabeth conferred the Member of the 
British Empire award during her three-weeks’ visit 
to Nigeria, West Africa, upon Southern Baptist 
Missionary teacher Josephine Scaggs of Join- 
krama. Miss Scraggs is the third missionary of 
that board in Nigeria to receive the MBE award, 
and the seventh to be honored with special recog- 
nition by the British Empire. 


Dr. George W. Sadler, Southern Baptist secre- 
tary for Africa, Europe, and the Near East is on 
tour of Africa and the Near East. He is studying 
the possibility of new missions in East African 
countries, medical work in the Gold Coast, a 
Bible school in Kumasi, a liberal arts college in 
Nigeria, and a hospital for north Nigeria. 


Asia 


Date Changed for Asiatic Youth Conference 


August 20-26 is the preferred date for the con- 
ference of young Baptists of Asia to be held in 
Hong Kong in 1956. Young people’s representa- 
tives from all the Baptist conventions of that area 
are expected to attend. 

Akiko Endo Matsumura, chairman for Asia, re- 
ports from Tokyo that a meeting of youth repre- 
sentatives from all parts of Japan met in annual 
convention in late January and voted to raise 
$1,000 to send their delegates to Hong Kong. 
Mrs. Matsumura is urging the young people of 
the 16 Baptist conventions in 21 nations to mobi- 
lize their own financial resources in order to send 
their representatives, rather than to depend upon 
outside sources for the travel expense. 

The theme of the conference is “The Lordship 
of Christ—Its Relevance and Challenge.” The 
stated aims are as follows: 

“(1) To make the world fellowship a reality 
to the Baptist young people in Asia. 

“(2) To avail ourselves of the opportunity to 
study the problems peculiar to Asia in the light 
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of our doctrinal standpoint as Baptists. 

“(3) To challenge the Baptist youth to take 
their Christian life as a sacred trust from God to 
be lived out to his glory.” 

BWA President Theodore F. Adams and Youth 
Secretary Robert S. Denny will be guest speakers. 


“A Hero Passes” 


Under this caption the News-Palladium of Ben- 
ton Harbor, Michigan, editorialized the death last 
November 6 of a native son because he had spent 
half a century in West China as a Baptist medical 
missionary. 

Dr. Charles E. Tompkins lived to be eighty years 
of age. In January 1903 with his bride, he set to 
work at Suifu, 2,000 miles up the Yangtse River 
from Shanghai. He founded a hospital for men 
which became a famous medical institution of the 
country. 

The editorial said in part: “Today, the China 
where Dr. Tompkins served so valiantly is under 
atheistic, Communist domination. But in China’s 
history a decade is but a moment, and we predict 
that the time will come again when the Chinese 
people will return to the truer values of life... . 

“Mr. Tompkins has, after a lifetime of service, 
put down his burden, carried so loyally through- 
out his lifetime. He will not be forgotten, either 
in his home city of Benton Harbor, or in unhappy 
and oppressed China, where millions must still 
yearn for the light of Christian freedom and 
progress.” 


Burma Baptists to Initiate Mission Requests 


The forty-seven missionaries at work in Burma 
under the American Baptist Foreign Mission So- 
ciety have recommended that the Burma Baptist 
Convention assume responsibility for requests for 
new missionaries from the United States and for 
their placement once they arrive in Burma. 

Meeting at Rangoon in their 60th annual con- 
ference as a mission, the American men and 
women used as their theme “Coming to Maturity 
in Christ.” Their retiring president, the Rev. 
Walter W. Zimmer said, “We must remember that 
we are dealing with people, not machinery, and 
must exhibit a spirit of love and appreciation of 
the other person’s processes in maturing.” 


Billy Graham Completes Tour of Asia 


During an eight-day crusade in Tokyo, Baptist 
evangelist Billy Graham of the U.S.A. challenged 
1,200 missionaries to substitute a spirit of love for 
the role of “theological bloodhounds.” He later 
met with 3,000 ministers. At a reception given 
him by Japanese Christian leaders, Mr. Graham 
declared the importance of mass meetings: “They 
create a feeling of unity and strength,” he said. 








He preached to 30,000 in one of Hong Kong; 
largest stadiums with an estimated 1,500 “de. 
cisions for Christ”. Religious News Service re. 
ported it was by far the largest religious gatherin, 
in the history of the British colony. One of the 
associates held daily revival meetings for thre 
consecutive nights in a school, according to th 
news release, probably the Pui Ching Middk 
School in Kowloon, whose principal is BWA Vice. 
President Lam Chi-fung. 

In Manila on February 13, more than 30,00) 
persons packed the stadium to hear Billy Graham, 
In response to newsmen’s queries regarding his 
reaction to the Archbishop’s warning to Catholics 
not to attend his services, Mr. Graham said: “The 
Catholic Church has been extremely friendly tp 
me anywhere I have gone. This is the first time 
such a thing has beset me. One thing I admire 
very much is Christian tolerance. I respect the 
archbishop’s conviction.” He said further that he 
had never made a single anti-Catholic statement in 
his life. 

The press generally found itself frustrated in 
the effort to report adequately the response of 
India to the American Christian evangelist. Said 
one American correspondent to his paper, “Un. 
precedented in the history of evangelism. It is 
incredible and almost impossible to believe even 
though I have seen it—hundreds of these Chris 
tians of India gathering for prayer at four o’clock 
in the morning and praying all day until service 
time in the evening.” A total of 600,000 persons 
attended Billy Graham meetings during his three 
weeks in India, 16,000 making decisions for 
Christ. 
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Ceylon Baptists Adopt New Language 


The Baptist Missionary Society (London) has 
been working in the island of Ceylon since 1812. 
The missionaries are now facing a new language 
problem. Hitherto there have been three lan- 
guages in regular use: Tamil, Singhalese, and 
English. The government is now pressing for the 
use of Singhalese as the language of national 
unity. When the Ceylon Baptist Union had its 
meetings recently at Carey College in Colombo, 
they were conducted in Singhalese. 

At Carey College there are 1,200 boys, of whom 
200 are from Christian homes. The present prin 
cipal is the Rev. W. G. Wickramesinghe, who lec 
tured at Serampore College in India for a few 
years. He has long been a member of the BWA 
Youth Committee. His predecessor as college 
head was the Rev. W. T. Jayatunga, who was 4 
speaker at Baptist world congresses in Copen- 
hagen and London, and who served as a member 
of the BWA Executive Committee 1947-55. An 
other Ceylonese Baptist leader known to the out 
side world is the Rev. C. Ratnaike, who is the 
president of the Ceylon Baptist Council, and who 
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responded on behalf of Ceylon at the roll call in 


|} London last July. 


Central Philippine University, Baptist school 
in Lloilo, sponsored by the American Baptist For- 
eign Mission Society, has undertaken a program 
of certified seed production and the testing of 
hybrid corn as well as rice, at the request of the 
Philippine Government. The College of Agricul- 
ture, under the direction of Dr. Burl Slocum, was 
told that it was doing “the only scientifically tech- 
nical research we have seen south of Manila.” 


Japan Baptist Theological Seminary at Fu- 
kuoka on the southern island, Kyushu, dedicated a 
new, three-story, $100,000 classroom, library and 
chapel building on the new campus in the coun- 
try three miles from Seinan Gakuin. Orient Sec- 
retary J. Winston Crawley of the Southern 
(U.S.A.) Baptist Foreign Mission Board preached 
the dedicatory sermon. The modern dormitory 
building has been in use since 1951. 


BWA Vice-President Lam Chi-fung of Hong 
Kong and his family are the subject of a personal- 
experience story by Co-editor Marjorie Moore 
Armstrong in the March issue of The Commission, 
oficial publication of the Southern Baptist For- 
eign Mission Board, Richmond, Virginia. She and 
her husband, Reader’s Digest staff writer O. K. 
Armstrong, visited the Lam home last August. 


Ajloun (Jordan) Baptist Hospital is still in 
operation after the riots which resulted in $25,000 
to $50,000 damage to the Baptist school, the home 
of the hospital manager, and the laboratory- 
pharmacy building. Dr. and Mrs. August Love- 


gren and Nurse Violet Popp never left their posts. 
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Israel now claims 1,774,000 inhabitants, 40,000 
of whom are Christians, according to a report of 
the Government Information Service at the end 
of 1955. Protestants number 2,000, with about 
100 Baptists related to the Southern (U.S.A.) Bap- 
tist Mission in Israel. 


Europe 


Young Baptists Invited to Great Britain 


John E. T. Hough of the Young People’s De- 
partment of the Baptist Union of Great Britain 
has announced an international school at Spur- 
geon’s College August 11-25, 1956. “We feel,” he 
says in a letter to the BWA youth secretary, “that 
a number of young people from abroad will wel- 
come the opportunity of coming to London for 
their holidays and join in this school which has so 
many associations for Baptists.” Spurgeon’s Col- 
lege is in the midst of its centennial celebration. 
Distinguished guests and lecturers will participate 


[5] 


in the summer school program. Dr. Robert Un- 
mack of Central Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Kansas City, Kansas, will be a visiting professor. 

Simultaneously a school will be held at Bala 
College, at Bangor, North Wales, with the theme, 
“Christian Witness in the Modern World.” August 
23-30 a Baptist summer school will be conducted 
at St. Augustine’s, Canterbury, the central college 
of the Anglican Communion. It is planned espe- 
cially for day-school teachers and other educators. 

Fellowship tours to the continent are also being 
offered young Baptists by the Youth Department 
of Great Britain. One to Holland is for August 
18 to September 1. Another is scheduled for July 
28 to August 11, to Denmark. 

The attractive pamphlet “Holidays with a Pur- 
pose for Young Baptists” is available from Baptist 
Church House, 4 Southampton Row, London, 
W. C. 1. 


Russia is to receive a visit of a group of nine 
American church leaders in March. One of the 
men is a Baptist, Dr. Herbert Gezork, president 
of Andover-Newton Theological Seminary, Newton 
Center, Massachusetts, who addressed the Jubilee 
Congress last July. The tour has been arranged 
by the National Council of Churches. 


Spain’s Protestant Theological Seminary in 
Madrid has been closed by Spanish authorities. 
So far, the evangelical leaders have not been per- 
mitted to see the order of the Ministry of the In- 
terior under which the police closed the seminary 
January 23 and sealed the main rooms. Though 
the institution has been in existence for 73 years, 
it was closed because it has been operating “with- 
out authorization.” The denominations immediately 
concerned are the Spanish Evangelical Church 
and the Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church. 


European Baptist Federation’s Council is 
scheduled to meet at Langesund Bad, Langesund, 
Norway, August 28-31. BWA Associate Secretary 
Henry Cook and the General Secretary are ex- 
pected to attend. Langesund Bad is the lovely 
coastal summer resort owned by the Baptist Un- 
ion of Norway. An All-European Baptist Con- 
gress is to be held in Germany in 1958, probably 
in Berlin in late summer. 


Belgian Baptist work among the Poles in Liege 
is an encouraging feature. The church was or- 
ganized among coal miners, brought from Poland, 
with their families, after the first world war. The 
group is highly evangelistic, and is the largest of 
the seven Baptist churches in Belgium. It ‘has a 
membership of 87, and steps are being taken to 
build a place of worship. 


Eight new churches were admitted into the 
Spanish Baptist Union at its biennial session re- 
cently. This makes 38 churches for Spain with 
a membership of 2,255. 





BWA Relief Committee Chairman R. Paul Cau- 
dill of Memphis, Tennessee, will be guest speaker 
when the Swedish-speaking Baptist Union of Fin- 
land observes its centennial June 21-24 at Jakob- 
stad, Finland. These Baptists trace their history 
to beginning in the Aland Islands in 1856. 


Latin America 
Baptist Hospital in Central America Thrives 


A new building was dedicated at Hospital Bau- 
tista, Managua, Nicaragua, last October 30, in ful- 
fillment of a long-cherished dream. Added to the 
old building, which is a former residence, the addi- 
tion makes a capacity of sixty-two beds and pro- 
vides newer and more adequate equipment for a 
healing ministry conducted by the American Bap- 
ist Home Mission Societies. 

Dr. John S. Pixley, medical missionary, went to 
work at Managua in 1932, developing the hospital 
on the foundations of the service rendered by a 
missionary nurse, Ruth Curtis, since 1927. Mili- 
tary medical service was required of Dr. Pixley 
during World War II, but as soon as he returned 
to Central America, he set to work to improve the 
facilities. 

The Societies’ Secretary for Latin America Wil- 
bur Larson of New York City and a member of 
the Board of Managers, Miss Marguerite Hazzard 
of Pelham, New York, attended the dedicatory 
services. 


Trinidad is the largest island of the Lesser 


Antilles in the Caribbean Sea. It lies just off the . 


coast of Venezuela. The Baptist Missionary So- 
ciety (London) has long had work in this island. 
Their magazine Missionary Herald reports the 
opening of a new church building at Fourth Com- 
pany, and gives the interesting information that 
the first Baptists to settle in that part of the island 
were Negro soldiers who had fought in the Ashanti 
wars in West Africa. The fourth company to ar- 
rive settled in this district, and so it was named 
for them. The building, erected in 1846, had 
served for 109 years. 


Brazilian Baptist Joao F. Soren, pastor of the 
First Baptist Church of Rio de Janeiro, and 
speaker at the Jubilee Congress of the Alliance, 
has received an honorary degree of doctor of 
divinity from Georgetown (Kentucky) College. 
It was conferred on behalf of the college by Dr. 
A. Ben Oliver, Southern Baptist missionary to 
Brazil. 


Brazilian Baptists’ spirit and enthusiasm are 
reflected in the report of a single church in the 
state of Rio de Janeiro. The Neves Baptist Church 
has 500 members. In addition to the usual fea- 
tures of a Baptist program, this church sponsors a 


Meet a BWA Vice-President 


Honorio Espinoza, preg. 
ident of the Baptist Theo. 
logical Seminary, Santi. 
ago, Chile, was born in 
Cauquenes August 17, 
1904. He is a graduate 
of the Law School, Uni. 
versity of Chile, with 4 
bachelor’s degree in Arts 
and Philosophy, and also 
in Law and Social Sci. 
ences. He holds the de. 
gree of Master of Theol. 
ogy, Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, 

Louisville, Kentucky, where he was president of 
the class of 1940, and commencement speaker. He 
was ordained in 1930, served as assistant pastor, 
then pastor, First Baptist Church of Santiago 
until 1950. He is editor of La Voz Bautista, presi- 
dent of the Chilean Baptist Convention (since 
1945), president of the Protestant Organizations 
of Chile (a league dedicated to religious liberty), 
a member of the commission to revise the Valera 
Version of the Bible, and professor of Theology 
and Christian Sociology in the seminary of which 
he is president. 

Senora Espinoza is the former Senorita Lw 
Brando. They have two children, both grown: 
Eduardo, and Edith, who is now married. 


night school with volunteer workers, in which 400 
students are enrolled. The midweek prayer serv- 
ice is held at 5:30 A.M., with an average attend- 
ance of 185 members. The pastor is the Rev. 
Alberto Araujo. ; 


North America 


Leavell Family Still Blesses the World 


Dr. Louie D. Newton of Atlanta, Georgia, and 
loyal promoter of the Baptist World Alliance for 
more than a generation, acknowledges in a para- 
graph in his column “This Changing World” the 
visit of Professor Ullin W. Leavell of the Uni- 
versity of Virginia to Druid Hills Baptist Church, 
Atlanta. Mention is made of “nine Leavell 
brothers reared in a Mississippi home, mud-bound, 
lamp-lit,” who “walked to church, walked to 
school.” 

Dr. Newton wrote: “I sat there thinking about 
that family—nine sons who went forth from that 
humble home to serve the world. No electric 
lights, no automobile, no radio or TV, no tele- 
phone, no movies, no comic books, no cocktail 
parties, no juvenile delinquency.” 

A little research produced background facts. 
The father of these nine was George Washington 
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‘| the congresses since 1928 


Leavell of Pontotoc County, Mississippi, born in 
1844, a soldier during the Civil War, later a 
teacher, and finally the cashier of the bank of 
Oxford, Mississippi until his death in 1905. Corra 


i} Alice Berry Leavell, a native of the same county, 


was their mother. After graduation from the Bap- 
tit Female College in Pontotoc, she taught for one 
year, and then in 1872 she was married. She lived 
until 1913, bearing a son every two or three years 
until 1894, and sending them all to the state uni- 
versity at Oxford. 

The son who was first known to a wider Baptist 
world was the fifth, Frank H. Leavell, the subject 
of an editorial in this issue, who was active in 
BWA youth work from 1923 on. Prominent in 
BWA influence today is 
Dr. Roland Q. Leavell, the 
eighth, now president of 
New Orleans (Louisiana) 
Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary. He has attended all 


and all the youth confer- 
ences except the fourth, 
and has conducted Bap- 
tist tour parties to the 
meetings of 1934, 1937, 
1947, 1949, and 1955—the 
last party consisting of 
sixty-four members. He helped organize the evan- 
gelistic committee of the Alliance in 1939. 

Dr. Ullin W. Leavell, the Atlanta visitor, is an 
educator, one-time missionary to China, now dea- 
con and Sunday school superintendent, First 
Church, Charlottesville, Virginia, and author of 
many books in the field of reading. 

The fourth son is the medical missionary, George 
W., who served China from 1912 to 1934, and now 
practices medicine in Bristol, Virginia. His only 
child, Cornelia, is a Southern Baptist missionary 
kindergarten teacher in Hawaii. 

The only other surviving brother is a business- 
man in Memphis, Tennessee, formerly local and 
state Sunday school worker, now a deacon and 
author of books on Sunday school methods. He 
is Clarence. 

Of the four other boys, all of whom have passed 
away, three—Landrum P., James B., and Leonard 
0.—have left a blessed memory of devoted service 
in pastoral, evangelistic, and educational work. 


National Study of Theology Continued 


The American Baptist Convention, feeling the 
need for a greater appreciation among Baptists 
of the deep meanings of Christianity, held its first 
theological conference in 1954. A hundred men 
and women of experience in this field met for a 
week at Green Lake, Wisconsin, the American 
Baptist Assembly grounds. 

In 1956, more than 250 persons are expected to 
participate in five regional theological conferences 
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during the June-September period. The central 
planning committee, of which Wilbour E. Saun- 
ders is chairman, has announced in the March 
issue of Missions the following themes: 

On “Christ”—New England committee 

On “Sin and Redemption”—Middle Atlantic 
committee 

On “The Church”—East Central committee 

On “Man”—West Central committee 

On “God”—West Coast committee 

These conferences “represent a disciplined ef- 
fort to recapture the focus of the Christian faith, 
to rediscover our distinctiveness as Baptists, and 
to think deeply about the meaning of the gospel 
in the light of the issues confronting contemporary 
theology as a whole.” 

The stated purpose is “to encourage wholesome 
and free study of the Word of God among Ameri- 
can Baptists.” Another national conference will 
be held in 1958. 


Canadian Baptists Lose Eminent Layman 


The Honorable James Wilfred Estey of the Su- 
preme Court of Canada, the speaker at one of the 
main sessions of the BWA Congress at Cleveland, 
1950, died January 22, following a two months’ 
illness, at the age of sixty-six. He was known as 
one of the friendliest and most approachable mem- 
bers of the Supreme Court, which he served for 
eleven years. For twenty-five years he practiced 
law in Saskatchewan. He was made a King’s 
Counsel in 1928. In the nation’s capital, Ottawa, 
he was a loyal member of the Fourth Avenue Bap- 
tist Church and a member of its board of trustees. 
Mr. Justice Estey is survived by his wife and three 
sons. 


Baptist Couple of India Visit Canada 


The Maritime Baptist reports at length the visit 
to Toronto of the Rev. D. R. and Dr. Aleyamma 
Isaac who serve the people of Teleguiand in India, 
where Canadian Baptists have sponsored Christian 
missions. He conducts a pastoral ministry in the 
West Akividu field of a thousand square miles 
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with 500 to 600 villages. She ministers in the 
hospital at Gudlavalleru which was first opened 
in 1928. 

Before returning to India, this Baptist couple 
spent a few days in Washington, D. C., visiting 
BWA headquarters. They returned to Bombay in 
mid-February, with stops in Rome and Naples. 


Southern Convention Has 30,000 Churches 


For the first time in its history, the 110-year-old 
Southern Baptist Convention reports a total of 
more than 30,000 churches. The total member- 
ship of the 30,377 churches has reached 8,474,741, 
and the average number of members to a church 
is 279. Sunday school enrolment is now 6,640,868, 
and the Baptist Training Union enrolment totals 
2,223,502. A total of 2,652,788 children were en- 
rolled in Vacation Bible schools in 1955. The 
membership of Woman’s Missionary Union is 
1,245,358. 


The sale of alcoholic beverages on commer- 
cial airlines has brought vigorous protest from the 
General Council of the American Baptist Conven- 
tion. In an open letter to the Civil Aeronautics 
Board, the Air Transport Association, and the air- 
lines of the United States, the Council asserts that 
“the paying public has a right to transportation in 
a clean, congenial, sober environment.” 


Eight to ten thousand laymen are expected to 


attend the first National Conference of Southern 
Baptist Men in Oklahoma City in September, 
1957. The Baptist Brotherhood Commission is 
planning it. 


Pastor of the Zion Baptist Church of Phila- 
delphia, the Rev. Leon H. Sullivan, was named one 
of the ten outstanding young men of 1955 by the 
United States Junior Chamber of Commerce at 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. The 33-year-old Negro minister 
played a major role in reducing the city’s juvenile 
delinquency rate. 


Heifer Project, Inc., intercredal relief and re- 
habilitation agency at New Windsor, Maryland, in 
which the American Baptist Home Mission So- 
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ciety participates, made 37 shipments of livestock, 
poultry and eggs to 13 different countries during 
1955. For the first time a shipment was made ty 
Angola, India, and Pakistan. 


Former Missionary to Burma Roger W. Get, 
who was forced out of his mission post in 1950 by 
civil war, has been appointed president of Bacone 
(Indian-American) College and superintendent of 
the Murrow Indian Children’s Home in Muskogee, 
Oklahoma, by the American Baptist Home Mission 
Boards. Mr. Getz has been farm manager and in. 
structor in agriculture at Bacone since 1951, and 
college administrator since last August. 


The first Shan doctor to visit the U.S.A. is 
Albert Ai Lun of Namkham, Burma, who speaks 
of himself as “a child of the American Baptist 
work in Burma.” He is to do graduate work in 
medicine. 


One out of three “white”? Baptist churches of 
the state of Massachusetts has Negroes in attend- 
ance or participating, according to a study made 
in 1955 of the 221 churches. Further analysis of 
the facts reveals that 38 per cent of these churches 
have Negroes in places of leadership. 


Baylor University, largest Baptist college in 
the world, announces that its physical assets have 
more than doubled in the past eight years. They 
are now valued at $32,307,415. 


Equal emphasis upon evangelism, missions, and 
Christian education is, in the opinion of one South- 
ern seminary president, the secret of the “pro- 
lific growth of Southern Baptists.” 


Baptists of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, will 
celebrate the 250th anniversary of the beginnings 
of Baptist work in the “City of Brotherly Love” | 
in 1957. Anticipating this event, they have set | 
as goals: 2,500 baptisms by 1957, 2,500 increase | 
in regular Sunday school attendance, and $250,000 
for church aid and extension. They also expect to 
be host to the American Baptist Convention in its 
annual meeting that year. 


The Ford Foundation makes grants to hos- 
pitals as well as schools. This year 33 Southern 
Baptist hospitals and seven American Baptist Con- 
vention hospitals were declared eligible for the 
grants, ranging from $250,000 to $10,000 with 
Southern Baptists receiving a total of $314 million, 
and American Baptists $416,700. 


Australian-American Dr. Sanford Fleming will 
retire July 31 as president of Berkeley (Cali- 
fornia) Baptist Divinity School, after thirty years’ 
service, nineteen of them in the presidency. A 
graduate of the South Australia Baptist College 
and Yale University, he has held pastorates in 
Australia and the U.S.A. and served as superin- 
tendent of Baptist Home Missions of South Aus- 
tralia. He was president of the American Baptist 
Convention in 1949, 





